
Clean the filters every two weeks. 
Clean out the PUMP INLETS. 
Use the net to clear leaves from the pond surface and scoop some from the 

bottom. No major cleaning now. The water should remain quite clean through the 
summer. 

September 
Continue as with the previous months. 
Start watching the temperature late in the month. it should not drop below 60 

degrees until October, but it is a good idea to keep an eye on it. 
Watch the leaves. As they start to turn stretch the net over the pond. This will 

catch the leaves as they drop. We don't want them in the pond. They rot over the winter 
and take up vital oxygen from the water. This is not replaced as there are no green plants 
during the winter. 

October -November 
The water temperature will drop during this month and into November. Keep an 

eye on it and FEED the fish accordingly. I remove the container from the Arbor box 
when the water drops below 60 degrees. Stop feeding them completely when it drops 
below 50 Degrees in November or early December. 

The water source will be turned off sometime during these months. I am currently 
working with Parks and the City to get the lock removed from the Fire Hydrant. If 
successful we will be able to refill the pond from there during the winter and keep the 
stream running except when there is Ice. I like to run it as often as I can to keep up the 
oxygen supply for the fish. 

December 
The Fish should not be eating at all by now. The water will drop very low and 

they go to the bottom to aestivate. They slow down to almost a hibernation status. Keep 
the water flowing as much as possible. These are the most difficult months of pond care. 
You must watch the pumps and shut them off when it freezes. Holes must be drilled 
when the ICE covers the pond all the way to the edges. 

ADD WATER 

I am currently working with Parks and DOT to get the lock taken off the fire 
hydrant. If this happens it will make winter water supplies much easier to achieve. The 
gas station across the street allows us to fill buckets from their faucet. (They attach a hose 
to it and run it outside where we can use it.) If Dot does not come through we will have to 
do this a few times each winter. If the hydrant is unlocked we can run a hose from there 
to the pond easily and fill whenever it is needed. 



FEEDING THE FISH. 

Feeding the fish is a daily task. I try to get in the garden daily to check up on their 
welfare. Since many people feed the fish it is difficult to measure exactly what they are 
getting at any specific time. I have handled this problem by filling up a container in the 
box under the arbor with fish food every 5 days of so. That is about how much they 
should eat in that amount of time. People come in at random and feed them and I keep an 
eye on the container. If it gets low too fast I wait to fill it. I regularly feed them myself. 

To feed the fish I give them a little as see how they react. If they are hungry I give 
them more, about what they will eat if 5 minutes. If they are sluggish or ignore it I don't 
feed them, assuming someone else has recently. 

If it is raining I have to go in every day because other people do not. When the 
weather is good I often find that they have been fed. 

The fish do not eat in winter, when the water is below 50 degrees. In late April or 
early May the temperature will rise. From 50 - 60 degrees they should be fed sparingly. 
They will not eat much and will remain sluggish. Above 60 degrees feed them normally. 

In the late summer and Fall I give them more food, leaving some on the surface 
for them to eat later. They need to fatten up some for the winter when they will not eat at 
all for about 5 months. 

There are many varieties of Koi food that can be purchased. I tend to use Either 
Hikari or Tetra Pond brands. I vary their menu according to the labels on the packages, IE 
"Spring and Fall" mix, "Summer", or "Color Brighteners." I stay away from the 
"Growth" formulas as they fish are large enough for our little pond. 

FILTER BOX AND VORTEX 

These are the two green boxes to the right of the pond. The round one is the 
Vortex. It's purpose is to swirl the water around slowly as it rises. The heavy leaves and 
dirt falls to be bottom to be drained. The lighter dirt goes through the upper pipe into the 
filter. 

The vortex is a very useful tool for rapid cleaning of the bottom ofthe pond. It is 
designed to pull the water rapidly from the bottom. To do this: 

Turn off the pumps 
Tum off the automatic fill valve. 
Close the valve from the bottom drain of the pond. 
Open the drain valve to the vortex and let the water drain. 
Clean out the leaves etc that remain in the bottom and clear the pipe. 
Open the bottom drain. The water will rush into the vortex drawing dirt, leaves, 

etc from the bottom of the pond. Watch carefully for small fish. Just before the water 
reaches the pipe to the filter, close the drain valve and let the vortex drain. 


